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of the study is to find what the matter is. Showing that one or more
classificntion systems are suitable would be helpful to lbrarians in
arranging the Arabic collections. On the other hand, indicating (that
none of these scheme is relevant may focus on the need for-deve-
loping 2 special classification system.

Upon the examination of these major classification schemes, it
becomes understandable that none of these classification systems
can satisfy the needs of Arab libraries without addition and change.

The suitable classification scheme should cover the Arbic-Islamic
culture thoroughly, and therefore, a special classification scheme for
Arab libraries should be propared as soon as possible, The proposed
classification scheme may be based upon a modification of a major
classification scheme, or it could be a2 new system  in the theories -
and methodology.

Nasser M. Swaydan



introduction

Subject organization of libzary materials is an important factor in
modern libraries, Classification is one method by which a library
collection is arranged. There are several classification schemes, but
no matter which scheme is chosen or how large the colicction, the
purpose of a classification is to make'each book readily available.
Classification is essential and necessary, especially in open shelf
collections where books dealing with one subject are located in one
place. It enables the patron who may have one title in mind to find
.others in the same location. He can also find retated works if the
one he looks for is not found on the shelf, With the assistance of the
library card catalog which generally provides subject, title, and
author enfries; classification becomes a useful and practical way o
find informtion casily.

Classification is one of the biggest problems facing Arab libra-
rians because the majority of their book collections in Arb libraries
consist of material on subjects involving local matters, and de
modern classification system has beech done especially for them,

The purpose of this sindy is to examine the suitability of four
major classification schemes for classifying Arab materials. These
schemes are: The Colon Classification, The Dewey Decimal Clas-
sification, The Library of Congress Classification, and The Universal
Decimal Classification,

Arab librarians face cceriain problems in the field of hook clas-
sification; consequently, this Study is limited to discussing specific
subjects which are Islamic Religion, Arabic language and literature,
history of Arabs and Muslims, and geogruphy of Arab States. On
the other hand, it does not discuss such topics as Sciences or Arts
because the nature of these subjects respectively is similar in dif-
ferent cournltries,

This study is considered a participation in the development of
libraianship in Arab States. It attempts to establish the suitability
of these major classification schemes for classifiying Arabic materials
It may be that one classification scheme is more suitable than the
others, or it may be that none of them is relevant. The iroportance
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